
























Water Purification Pond 

There are more than 100 mounments in Tainan. Curious about which one is the biggest monument? It's 

definitely the national monument, "Old Tainan Waterworks" in Shanshang District, with an area of 567,800 

square meters. In addition to the water purification equipment that reflects the modern development of the 

sanitation engineering during the Japanese ruling period, there is one Luchu pine, planted by the Japanese 

royal family The so-called "precious tree" , stands in a big area with surrounding trees and green land. Besides, 

the place is also an important habitat of the Taiwan leaf-nosed bat, so there are plentiful animal and botanical 

ecosystems that are spread among the industrial heritage to provide the monument with more fabulous 

features. After the restoration and planning, the land re-stand on to the stage of the modern era as the role of 

the "Tainan Shan-Shang Garden and Old Waterworks Museum" to flip to the page of tap water history in Tainan 

The history of the Tainan waterworks can be traced back to 1897 (Meiji 30) when the Government-General of 

Taiwan sent the sanitation consulting technician, W.K.Burton, and his student and assistant, Hamano Yashiro, 

to Tainan to investigate the water resource and quality. Later on, in 1912, they started to construct the Tainan 

watercourses and completed the project in 1922 to supply the water around the city, Before this project, the 

local residents were only able to rely on the water drawn from the water wells, but the clefts of the brick-built 

water wells were easily permeated by the wastewater and had caused serious sanitary concerns that led to the 

transmissions of infectious diseases. The development of the waterworks set a new milestone in sanitary water 

use for Tainan. 
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The Tainan waterworks were expanded and restored after World War II and the water resource site was split 

into two parts in 1974, one part belonged to the tap water company and the other was organized to become the 

plant nurseries and belonged to the Tainan City Government. Currently, Tainan Shan-Shang Garden and Old 

Waterworks Museum integrated the plant nurseries and the waterworks to become a museum that features 

both the culture of the people and the natural landscapes of the water resource site and the water purification 

pond. In the water resource site, there are 4 major buildings, including the Quick囧ter Room and Watercourse 

Office, Pump Exhaust Room and Thermal Power Generator Room, Water Measurement and Facilities Room, 

and the Water Cleaning Pool located in the water purification pond, etc. These sites are identified and signified 

as the monuments 

On arriving at the entrance of the water resource site and go straight forward along the boulevard ,firstly, you 

will see a few pine trees around the circle, one of them is more than 80-years-old and is a Broad-leaved 

Podocarpus and one Luchu pine of more than 130 years of age, both of them are listed and managed as 

precious trees" by the City Government. In the old plant nursery, there is another Luchu pine tree that is listed 

and managed, which was said to be planted by the Japanese crown prince when he visited the nursery. The tree 

still beautifully stands firm and proud till today. 

Another memorable site in the location is the.. Statue of Hamano Yashiro" that stands behind the circle 

Hamano Yashiro, the civil engineer, graduated from the Department of Engineering, the University of Tokyo. He 

was following his teacher, Burton, to visit Taiwan in 1896. After Burton left Taiwan in 1899, Hamano Yashiro 

continued to stay in Taiwan until 1919. He had devoted himself to the land and contributed a lot to the water

course construction in Taiwan. The bronze statue was set in Taisho 10 (1921) with the height of 4 Taiwanese 

meters but disappeared after World War II, thus, the current statue was a replica. 

In the water purification pond, one can also see Taiwan leaf-nosed bats 
＿
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