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Human memory is limited, so we have invented many devices to preserve it. But with the advancement of technology, the
way these memories are stored has become difficult to preserve. The Home Movie Car project, initiated by the Center for
Newsreel and Documentary Film Archives at Tainan National University of the Arts, aims to preserve the sounds and
images of everyday life of the general public through restoration techniques. This time, it will go further into the inland
areas such as Dongshan, Baihe, and Yui. This year, the Tainan Design Award is different from the past. It focuses not only
on products or graphic design. Rather, it brings our attention back to the alleyways and neighborhoods where we live every
day. It turns out that good design is not limited to commodities but can also be extended to the living area to make our life
better.

New in Town visited the Deepblue Cafe this time. The challenge of moving Deepblue Café into the Chi Mei Museum is a
spiritual feast in the pursuit of perfection. Don't miss out on the best in terms of ingredients, dining experience, and brand
performance. In addition, in Community Story, we interviewed a farmer boy from Liuying. Hear about his experience
conquering The World's Original Marmalade Awards, known as the Oscars of the jam world, and his attempts to elevate
fruit produce from various regions to a world of extraordinary flavors. What a wonderful contribution!

Do you remember when you were a kid, you would take the recyclable bottles to the recycling yard to exchange for some
pocket money? ECOCO, the Tainan-based hidden champion in the circular economy, has made such an environmentally
friendly act even more fun. Consumers receive tangible benefits from recycling through an incentive mechanism, making
people willing to participate in this environmentally friendly "circular game."

With the popular broadcast of several Taiwanese dramas set in Tainan, the Houbi District of Tainan has recently become
the most popular keyword. On the Road takes you deeper into these locations for a little drama trip.
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Tainan Style Hollywood

Writer | Chiu-Teng Tsai  Photo | Cultural Affairs Bureau, Tainan City Government

Before the pandemic, my friend and his wife, both photographers, called me one
afternoon to say they were filming { A Traditional Story of Taiwan)) at Laotanghu Art
Village in Xuejia, and they needed a chicken as a roadie. I immediately asked my
grandma for help and delivered a chicken to be a part of the cast. I then helped the crew
find a magnificently carved old-fashioned wooden armchair from our hometown and
introduced them to the Tainan gang's old house in Xin Tou Gang. Although this is not
the first time we have seen a TV and movie shooting, we are always excited and
enthusiastic when the crew comes to our town. And the villagers support them without
any hesitation. The hospitality of the Tainan people may be one reason that has
attracted the film industry to come here to produce their works. The city government
has also set up a film and television support center, combining public and private
resources to assist the film industry in making films in the city.

Vision of
Tainan

{ The Outsiders )

Annei Film Studio Aims to be the Dream Factory for Filmmaking

Travel north to Yanshui, famous for its attractions such as Yuejin Harbor Lantern Festival, Ciaonan Old Street, Bajiao
(Octagon) Building, and Yongcheng Theater. This town, known as Yuejin in ancient times, was once the fourth largest
city in Taiwan. The Bajiao Building and Ciaonan Old Street speak of Yanshui's prosperity more than a century ago, and
the Yongcheng Theater represents the flourishing cinema in the past. The past glory of this town was also related to
the Annei Sugar Factory, so it was often jokingly referred to as "saltwater sugar production” — Yanshui could transliter-
ate to saltwater. But then the old port silted up; the sugar industry went through a recession; entertainment
transformed. These sites gradually lost their luster. It is also interesting to note that after the restoration and reopening
of the Yongcheng Theater and the years when the Yuejin Harbor Lantern Festival lit up Ciaonan Old Street, the govern-
ment also established a national film and television base at the Annei Sugar Factory. The recently highly acclaimed
{Seqalu) TV series was filmed here for the scenes of the Han Chinese marketplace in the Qing Dynasty. Through
{Seqalu ), it seems as if Ciaonan Old Street in Yanshui had returned to the bustling days of the Qing Dynasty when
merchants came and went. Including { Seqalu ) , four TV series and one TV program have been filmed at the site so far
this year. The vitality of this base echoes the reopening of the Yongcheng Cinema, allowing the nourishment of Tainan
to nurture the production of film and television works. What used to be the Annei Sugar Factory has now become the
Annei Film Studio, a dream factory to help film and television creation. I wonder if the movies and TVs shot at this
historic sugar factory will also carry the same sweetness of Tainan food?

To the northeast of Yanshui is Jingliao, which was rediscovered thanks to movies. The 2005 documentary Let It Be
touched many with the simple life and the optimism and resilience of the farmers here. Most visitors to Tainan love to
come to Jingliao to embrace the rustic simplicity and the fragrance of rice. Years later, the TV series The Making of
{ An Ordinary Woman Once )) again set scenes here. The heroin Jia-ling lived in Jing De Hsing Drug Store on the main
street in town and grew up in Houbi, Xinying, and Baihe. Much like Uncle Kunbin in { Let It Be )) rings true for the elder
generations, Jia-ling's story is an interpretation of the life and growth of those in their 40s and 50s of this land, with




memories bitter and sweet. The scenes and lifestyle in the drama are so relatable to Tainaners, and the storyline
resonates with many. Even the "craving” in the drama when Jia Ling is about to give birth is authentic and sweet. The
lifestyle here is incorporated into the play and flows delicately and naturally.

Accumulated Observations of Tainan from Multiple Perspectives and Complex Forms

Years later, if we were to watch the TV series The Making of {An Ordinary Woman once) , we would be able to revisit
Tainan as it is today. The film and television works completed in Tainan recorded the current moments of Tainan, a
street corner where you and I live, the light and shadow of a certain afternoon, and the persistence of Tainaners
revealed inadvertently. Through these images and plots, we find a common link with visitors from out of town and
connect with different generations of Tainan people. Many people knew about the hidden gems in Tainan
from {( Someday or One Day ), such as Half Floor Arts Space, Yuguang Island, and Longquan Ice Shop. Shrimp rolls,
a special snack of Tainan, were a thread throughout the movie {Little Big Women ) . The film {Zone Pro Site)) has
made the temple courtyard of the Matsu Tower on Zhongxiao Street a place for many travelers to learn the stories of
Tainan. { U Motherbaker) incorporated the three specialties and local bakery of Guanmiao, bringing the attractions
into the scene. Incidentally captured in the film { God of Gamblers' Returns)) about 30 years ago, the roasted corn
stand continues to sizzle on Youai Street. More than 50 years ago, the film Back to Anping Harbor allowed us to follow
the flow of time in the Anping Canal and see some of the changes and constants in Anping. Even the film {Brother
Wang and Brother Liu Tour Taiwan ) , shot more than 60 years ago, covered Chikan Tower, Tainan Confucian Temple,
and Anping Old Fort. The films and TVs produced in Tainan are not just works of drama but also the accumulated
observations of Tainan from multiple perspectives and complex forms. Many people used to know Tainan by its
historic sites and snacks, but we may be able to mark Tainan with film and television creations in the future.

Since { Cape No. 7)) and {Black & White)) more than a decade ago, Taiwan's film and television have become more
diverse and approachable, with more connections between themes and scenes. With its colorful lifestyle and stories
of the people as the base of the script, coupled with the active integration of film and television creation resources,
Tainan is on its way to becoming the Hollywood of Taiwan. Filming in Tainan has not only been in the past, but it is
also in progress. And there are many more to come.
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