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In every edition of Made in Tainan, we wish to introduce personalities in Tainan's cultural and creative industries and
distinctive cultural spaces to our readers. We hope that you will take it as a guide for your next visit to Tainan. Join us in

exploring these beautiful things and experiencing the unforgettable impressions depicted in the writings.

The cover photo of the 60 issue was taken at the replica of the old city gate and street scene of the Annei Sugar Factory
in Yanshui District. It is the filming site for the Public Television Service TV drama "Seqalu."” We visited this area in the
second issue of Made in Tainan in 2011, while the Yuejin Lantern Festival was in planning. The artists found various
inspirations in the small town of Yanshui in connection with the traditional Lantern Festival customs. We felt right then
that it was a place full of stories, where life goes undisturbed in a theatrical setting. We look forward to seeing more

visitors entering such scenes.

At the oqLiq brand's office, directors Kay Hung and Orbit Lin talked to us about how the fashion industry in other countries
breaks through restrictions with team effort. They shared with us the reality of participating in international exhibitions.
Moreover, oqLiq creates a bold and sophisticated aesthetic through its jacket design. The fabric, buckles, and hardware
used are excellent global products designed to serve international designer brands. After reading the article, we encourage

you to drop by oqLiq's stores and applaud this confident and determined team of low-key fashion champions.

As Made in Tainan reaches its 60t edition, let us look forward to seeing more and more powerful stories of Tainan coming up.
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Confucianism has profoundly influenced the Chinese world, and Confucian temples are an
important symbol of this culture. They are found not only in China but also in Vietnam, South
Korea, Japan, and even in Europe and America. According to literature, there were once more
than 3,000 Confucian temples globally, of which more than 1,300 still exist. Withstanding
wars, turmoil, and the passage of time, the Confucian Temple in Tainan has a significant
status and merits an in-depth visit. I especially love to see the Tainan Confucian Temple in
high summer. The lush green leaves, burning red flowers, and the swaying shadows of the
flame trees against the red temple walls constitutes a beautiful scene. We suggest starting
the journey from the dismounting stele at the temple entrance. Follow the ancient students’
path, enter the Gate of Rites, leave the Path of Righteousness, and begin a fruitful tour of the
Confucian Temple.

Vision of
Tainan

The Founding and Evolution of Confucius Temple in Tainan

The Confucius Temple in Tainan was founded during the Kingdom of Tungning by the strategic planning of Chief of
General Staff Chen Yong-Hua. A temple dedicated to Confucius and the Hall of Edification for the cultivation of talents
were built on a hill with excellent feng shui on the central axis of Tainan. The Hall of Edification served as the Imperial
College, marking the beginning of official education in Taiwan and the origin of the name “First Academy of Taiwan.”
Later, the Qing Dynasty established the prefectural school here. It was the first public school in Tainan during the
Japanese Colonial Period. After World War II, it became a historical monument and is now an important cultural
attraction in Taiwan. The layout and appearance of the Confucius Temple have evolved considerably over the past 300
years. Still, key features such as the Ta Cheng Palace, the ceremonial semi-circular academy pond, and the Hall of
Edification remain. We can imagine what it was like in the past with the help of old maps and the “Complete Map of
Taiwan Prefectural School” tablet in the Hall of Edification. In the last few years, some remnants of the early Confucius
Temple were accidentally discovered during the rescue old trees in the Park. Experts were thus able to piece together
more clues about its history.

The Imperial Plaques and the Hall of Fame

Right in the middle of the temple complex stands Ta Cheng Palace, the main worship space. A dou-gong bracket
system supports the impressive double eave-gable-hip roof. The palace is dedicated to Confucius, his four most
outstanding disciples, and the twelve philosophers who inherited his ideologies. Hanging inside the main hall are
horizontal inscription plaques presented in praise of Confucius by every emperor from Kangxi till Guangxu, the second
last emperor of China. Even in the post-republic period, each president still offers the plaque following the rituals to
show respect. This confirms the status of the Confucius Temple in Tainan.




These plaques’ style, specifications, and details reveal much about the emperors and their times, rendering anecdotes
that fascinate visitors coming to Confucius Temple. The east and west wings on either side of the palace are dedicat-
ed to sages and Confucian scholars, such as Zhou Dunyi, Han Yu, Su Shi, Zhuge Liang, and Ouyang Xiu. On both sides
outside the Ta Cheng Gate stand the Shrine of Distinguished Officials, the Shrine of Respected Village Scholars, the
Shrine of Fidelity and Piety, and the Shrine of Bereaved Sons. Many of the enshrined in history books. It is like a hall
of fame for the past and present.

The Most Solemn and Authentic Confucius Ceremony

Every spring equinox and the Teachers’ Day mark the most sacred times at the Tainan Confucius Temple. Before
daybreak, the deacons, musicians, and dancers are already standing by for the Confucius Ceremony. The square in
front of Ta Cheng Palace is crowded with people from home and abroad, especially international students coming
here for the cultural experience. After worshipping the five generations of Confucius’ ancestors at the Chung Sheng
Shrine, the ceremony begins at the Ta Cheng Palace. The 108 beats of a large drum by the Ta Cheng Gate signal the
start of the ceremony. The procedure of the ceremony is elaborate and intricate, from welcoming the deities, offering
the sacrifices, withdrawing the offerings, sending away the spirits, to burning the written eulogy. The atmosphere is
solemn and sacred. Imperial music and dances convey to heaven the honoring of Confucius and the respect for
teachers.

Due to war and turmoil, much of the Ceremony Honoring Confucius was lost. The ceremony at Tainan Confucius
Temple follows that of the Ming Dynasty, introduced by Chen Pu and Jiang Yuanshu in the Qing Dynasty. Consider-
ing the rituals, ceremonial and musical instruments that have been passed down till this day, it bears the most
resemblance to the ancient ceremonies. The “Tai Jhun” placed on the altar in the main hall is said to be one of the
only two made from clay taken from Confucius' tomb during the Qianlong Emperor's reign, a testament to its histori-
cal significance. Jiang Yuanshu also donated other essential ritual implements and musical instruments during
Qianlong’s reign. Other than the ceremony, the articles are usually displayed in the exhibition rooms. If possible,
come to Tainan to attend the Confucius Ceremony, which will be an extraordinary memory for a lifetime.

The Confucius Temple complex in Tainan is not grand in scale. Nevertheless, the history and culture it carries is
profound. It embodies the core values of Tainan as a cultural capital. When in Tainan, please be sure to come here for
an in-depth visit.
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