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In Shanshang District, Old Market, Old Temple and Abbel Tree
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This issue’'s Made In Tainan takes you to Anping Port, where local shipbuilding master

retells the ancient wisdom in wooden boat making.

Young designers act as private eyes as they record classic architectural buildings and

culture in Taiwan in creative ways.

Follow the lead of the fourth generation of Asha Restaurant to Eagle Hill, where the

legendary century-old Uguisu Restaurant makes a grand return.

The romantic Tainan Chihsi Festival celebrates Chinese Valentine's Day. Let the whole

city accompany you in this time of love and happiness.

In high summer, take a leisurely walk in Shanshang District. Stroll the old street, look

at old trees, and enjoy the refreshing pineapple ice to chase away summer heat!
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Reviving Taiwan Ship with Century-old Shipbuilding Craftsmanship
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Alone but Not Lonely - Creatives as Culture Collectors
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Nandu Theatre, Tainan
1949
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Chinese Valentine's Day - Lovers Words Speak of Happiness in Tainan
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Vision of

Tainan

Uguisu Restaurant On Eagle Hill
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One of the fascinating qualities of the ancient city of Tainan is to come across many old buildings in the lanes of the old
downtown area, often giving people the illusion of passing through time and space. Though being in the 21st century
of scientific and technological civilization, as soon as one approaches the old faces of the houses, it feels like being
taken back a hundred years ago. That is exactly the atmosphere around the premises of Uguisu Restaurant. From
Gongyuan Road, turn into the lane beside the Old Tainan Weather Observatory, Uguisu Restaurant is soon in sight.
When the old fence had not yet been demolished in the early years, the black tiled roofs and quiet alleys gained it the
reputation as one of the most Kyoto-like places in the city. However, time took its toll on the old buildings. Typhoons
and termites eventually struck down the already fragile structures. Now, with the efforts by Asha Restaurant, the

legend makes a grand return by the name “Eagle Hill XIV".

LN JZ
& % %

TEL. 231418 22442

This is a process of self-challenging for Asha Restau-
rant. As a well-known company in Tainan, Asha is going
all out for this entrusted operation project. The young
fourth generation owner Wu Jian-hao says, “if we are to
contribute to public welfare, we should be able to do
something other than donating an ambulance.” At the
cost of 7-digit Taiwan dollars, several times the budget,
Asha invited architect Chang Yu-huang to rebuild the

“surface building” of Uguisu Restaurant.

Uguisu Restaurant was a renowned establishment in
Tainan during Japanese Ruling Period and was the
assigned restaurant for food supply when the Crown
Prince of Japan came to visit Tainan in 1923. After World
War |l, it was once used as the dormitory for National
Tainan First Senior High School. The restaurant was
once enlisted historic building, but the title was revoked
afterwards. In 2012, Tainan City Government renovated it
into an open plaza, with only restored the “mid building”
and “inner building”. The demolished “surface building”

is only rebuilt this time round by Asha, making the

structure the first Commemorative Buliding in the city.

In order to maintain the original charm of Uguisu
Restaurant without losing the modernity of the new
building, Asha Restaurant and the architect took great
pains. The black tiles of the original Uguisu Restaurant
are cleverly embedded in the walls. The stucco washing
finished floor at the light snack bar on the first floor also
gives a retro look. On the second floor, the steel frame-
work structure is integrated with the wooden roof while
retaining the original design of the Prince’s residence.
The joints of wood and steel are adorned with rattan.
Low chairs are deliberately selected. Looking out of the
floor-to-ceiling windows, you can enjoy the panoramic

view of the alleys below. You can even see the intricate

roofs and ridges of the Beiji Temple.




Wu Jian-hao said that the location of the restaurant, Eagle Hill, was the highest place in the old city, 14 meters above
sea level. Therefore, the new restaurant is named Eagle Hill XIV, in the hope that everyone who comes here could stroll
around with simple light snacks in hand and indulge in the atmosphere of Uguisu Restaurant and the alleys. In fact,
this alley alone links the Temple of Heaven, Uguisu Restaurant and Former Tainan Weather Observatory. If you go
further south, you could tour even more historic sites such as the Fire Department, National Museum of Taiwan Litera-

ture, Former Police Department, and Confucius Temple. This is indeed a good place to go for a walk.

In addition to Eagle Hill XIV, the opening of The Tainan Branch of the Former Taiwan Governor’s Monopoly Bureau in
the Southern District is another project of renovating and reviving historic building. Combined with Southern District's

alley culture and stories, this new café will surely become a new highlight in the district.
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In Shanshang District, Old Market, Old Temple and Abbel Tree
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