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Tainan Ablaze—A Duo Exhibition by Hsu, Tzu-Kuey & Tseng, Ying Tung
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Glistening Handcrafted Warmth —Revival of Glass Craft
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Community Theater : Act it out!
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Guanmiao District : Morning Market at Shanxi Gong
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While Tainan Art Festival and Tainan Next Art fade out this May, a duo exhibition by Hsu,

Tzu-Kuey & Tseng, Ying Tung is about to set Tainan ablaze at Tainan Cultural Center.
Furthermore, this issue takes a glimpse into Kumo Art Studio in Shueijiaoshe Crafts Village.
Pay a visit to the origin of glistening glass craft and see how hot glass unlocks crystal clear

imagination.

Seize the summer in local communities! Performance art is blooming with local stories

tugging at everyone's heart strings.

Explore the charming city with Made in Tainan and get bathed in the glowing summer light!
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Tainan Ablaze—A Duo Exhibition by Hsu, Tzu-Kuey & Tseng, Ying Tung
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Vision of

Tainan

Tainan City: cultural and creative space
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When hunting for interesting places to show Tainan’s unique designs, many recommendations had led me to
Blueprint or B5AF[E L4nshaitd in an area | would least expect - a creative cluster in the shopping area in the city

center!

The Blueprint Cultural & Creative Park in Tainan's South District used to be residential quarters for government
officers in the Japanese era. What remained of the old dormitory buildings were restored and the interiors were

revamped into stores and workshops, each with its own individual styles.

The creative cluster has so much to offer. Studios where we can see designers at work, workshops where you
can have first-hand experience of the creative process and learn some artisanal skills, performance spaces and
galleries to show Tainan’s arts and designs. And when you want to take a break and enjoy the atmosphere, you

can stop by to one of the restaurants for a meal or a cup of coffee!

Like its name suggests, the area is dominated in blue! The area feels even more alive in the evening when
colorful lights in the shops” windows and the art installations are on. Walking around small blocks of charming
shops beautifully designed with great displays transported me to a different place, away from the central area’s
frenzies. There were shops which sell Taiwan specialties, for example products made from orchid or tea of many
grades from different areas of Taiwan! | also found several interesting Tainan-inspired products in forms of

something as intricate as wooden artworks to something as simple as postcards. There were also fashion items,

such as jewelries and handbags, which were made by Tainan-based designers!




Giant murals hand-painted on the ruined walls were

not be missed. Massive graffiti by international
artists, in different themes, perfectly blended with the
walls and the surroundings. What seems like random
placements of artworks actually creates more
characters to the space that surprise us in every turn,
giving the visitors a fresh experience while exploring
the park. Some locals mentioned that the park is
popular among photo-enthusiasts, offering impres-
sive and eye-catching works as subjects or

backdrops.

What fascinated me the most was the iconic
Blueprint house - several quarters painted in dark
blue with lines of perspective drawings to outline
shapes and the household items inside. From the
columns, windows, to chairs and bins, all were
painted in blue and outlined in white! | love how the
artists cleverly flatten out the structures of the old
houses using the white perspective lines and how the
remnants of the old quarters stand side-by-side with
the artists’ imagination of what the spaces were or
could have looked back in the days, drawn in three-di-
mensional perspective. Being in the house made me
feel that | was a part of the architecture’s blueprint!
The Cultural Creative Park gave an impression of

Tainan-based designers’ creative energy.

Apart from the cluster, more cultural creative spaces
can also be found in other areas of Tainan City. Plenty
of design studios and co-working spaces are spread
throughout the city offering their unique spaces with
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If you want to meet and work together with the city's
local designers, places like Planett in the South
District could be a great choice for you. The
three-story house offers a shared workspace, a
fully-equipped  workshop, and accommodation
spaces which make you feel instantly at home. While
creating your own works, you could also meet and live
with many international and local artists, freelancers,
and designers in residents - so-called the ‘aliens’ -

who are pursuing different projects.

In the East District, the university-based C-Hub could
be a great meeting point for young designers from
different backgrounds. The space, at the main
campus of National Cheng Kung University, offers
working spaces and multi-purpose space which are
great for events, workshops, and exhibitions of all
scales. There are also CNC woodworking workshops,
3D printing studios, and Material Database which are
available for members. A self-service coffee house is
available at affordable price, suitable for a workspace
or working/business meetings with a creative

ambience.

With its charming, rustic, old city feel harmoniously
blended with its dynamic modernity, Tainan has its
own creative edge. The long traditions and cultural
inspirations, supported by the local creative energy,
could be a great mix of ingredients for a place to

inspire and to create.

VISIT A CULTURAL CREATIVE SPACE

1 Blueprint (Lanshaitu) Culture & Creative Park
Address: Ln. 689, Sec. 1, Ximen Rd., West Central Dist.,

1 Planett
3F., No.64, Fuji Rd., South Dist.,

Address:
Tainan Ci
Blplenet
I C-Hub

Address: No.1, University Road, Tainan City 701, Taiwan (R.0.C.)
f3C-Hub

702, Taiwan (R.0.C.)
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Ottavia Huang
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Ottavia is a journal editor, event organizer, researcher based in National Cheng Kung University, Tainan. She is originally from Indonesia,
with a PhD of cultural and creative industries from Taiwan. Her work bridges the connections between Taiwan and other countries,

including Indonesia. One of her passions is to discover stories about arts, culture, food , and people that create the identity of a place.
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Community Theater: Act it out!
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Guanmiao District : Morning Market at Shanxi Gong
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Theme Exhibition of 2017 Tainan Museum Festival : Incredible - Romance of Oysters
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2017 Tainan Cultural Heritage Film Festival
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Lectures On Tainan’'s Culinary Arts
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