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Let's explore the city and arts together!

Flowery March blossoms with art events. With the approaching of Tainan Art Festival, the city
becomes an enormous stage putting on singing, dancing, music, and drama. For the first
time ever, the classic musical Night on the Galactic Railroad is co-produced outside of Japan,
and performed in a new language. Meanwhile, the whole city as a stage is filled with diverse

repertoire pulling at every citizen's heart strings.

Modern art is gathering momentum within ten different art spaces. See ten emerging artists
express themselves each in their own way. Further south of the Great South Gate, an artisan
village has taken shape. If you are not in a hurry, do experience the warmth of hand-made

crafts here.

This issue’s postcard features the work of artist Chen Yen-Yi. The softness of wool felt always
leaves a sweet impression. When coupled with a hard and heavy iceberg and several tiny
plastic dolls standing atop, the sharp contrast between warmth and coldness, large and

small, suggests alarming environmental issues.

An ancient city like Tainan boasts great stories. During this time of the year, various arts
events merely add a few more twists to it. Lose no time in marking your favorites on the

calendar!
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Vision of

Island-hopping in a Sugar Factory Tainan

Turned Art Archipelagos
Bk TER B OEER O TRkE L B

X7 : Ottavia Huang (E35HE) RBAREE  BiSUtERER

On the way to see an art exhibition in Jiali district of West Tainan, | could not help but wonder if we were on the right
bus as we had been passing suburban industrial areas along the way. When we reached the destination - Soulangh
Cultural Park - | was excited to find a far-from-traditional art gallery. The exhibition was set up at a former sugar

factory from the early 1900s!

After getting our brochure with the map of exhibitions, we found that artworks of various themes were displayed
indoors in 5 out of 14 refurbished warehouses, complemented with exhibits in 10 mini pavilions outdoor placed around
the warehouses. Only later we discovered out that the steel pavilions were specially designed and made for the event
as small ‘islands’ surrounding the warehouses, the main islands. The steel structures of various shapes represent
varieties of concepts derived from the theme of the exhibition, Kau-Pue (%FZ) - Mutual Companionship in Near

Future.




Kau-Pue |jido péi in Chinese) represents the concept of

‘interaction” or ‘socializing” in Min Nan dialect. In South-
ern Taiwan, the word is particularly connected to
exchanges among temples as a part of the folk traditions
which involves parades of gods from temples to temples
to interact with other gods - a tradition which carries on
to date. As newbies in the exhibition, with limited knowl-
edge of Min Nan dialect, it was hard to fully grasp the
meanings behind Kau-Pue at the beginning, how it
relates with mutual companionship, and we were
curious to know more. The friendly staff smiled and told
us to just explore the islands to see the artworks and

experience the space to discover.

Walking from one warehouse to another, we could not
help noticing that even though serving a new function,
the buildings retain their industrial heritage. Traces of
identities of the old factory - the wooden gate with logos
of Taiwan Sugar Company, the exterior of the warehous-
es, the railway tracks, bits and pieces of machineries
here and there - brought us half a century back to the
days when sugar productions played a major role in
Taiwan’s economy and culture.The days where as many
as 40 factories occupied the island.

12

As for the exhibits, some tell the history of Tainan’s folk

traditions and the stories of the communities upholding
the traditions, shown by artefacts from the surrounding
areas and temples in Tainan City created by local
artisans. Some other works show documentations of
temple activities and their impacts to Tainan’s society in
the past and present days. Contemporary art pieces
created by artists, which go in parallel with or as
interpretation of the traditional crafts, bring the audience
to see how these folk traditions would co-exist and

continue to interact with the society of the future.

Close-knit interactions between artistry and craftsman-
ship, from the past and present, could be recognized
from the displays. One example was the stone carving
works of the ‘Four Saints’ which were made as center
pieces in the first gallery. The stone plates, were
designed by Tainan’s traditional painter and carved by a
stone carver almost four decades ago. A group of
contemporary artists borrowed these plates to create
new artworks of stone-block prints using a traditional
technique. The enlarged reprinting on a new media
emphasized the artist’s fluid drawing technique and the
artisan’s meticulous skill, creating new appreciations to

the temple decorations.

Going through one warehouse to another, seeing how
traditional artefacts and contemporary arts blend
against the backdrop of a century-old sugar factory, one
cannot help but feel the harmonious companionship
between the old and new, reminding us of the fascinat-

ing blend of ancient traditions and modern life in Tainan.
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Ottavia is a journal editor, event organizer, researcher based in National Cheng Kung University, Tainan. She is originally from Indonesia,
with a PhD of cultural and creative industries from Taiwan. Her work bridges the connections between Taiwan and other countries,

including Indonesia. One of her passions is to discover stories about arts, culture, food , and people that create the identity of a place.
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South District: Small Market in front of Si-Shu Wan Huang Temple
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