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Four Seasons Art Lantern Festival, In Praise of Spring for Yue Jin
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Market at Matsu Temple in Yanhang, Yongkang
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As the New Year draws near, Yue Jin Harbor is once again illuminated with lanterns and
lights. This time round, in addition to arts and cultural activities coverage, Made in Tainan
presents the most vivid images in the local communities through dialogues from various

perspectives.

The warmth of a city is most often felt in its markets. The aromas that evoke nostalgia, the
hustle and bustle among vendors, and greetings from shop owners chase away the coldness
inwinter: Avisit to the markets is a must-do during this time of the year: In this edition, Made
in Tainan explores the West Market and finds the Maker spirits amidst warm dim lights. From
“thinking” to “making”, romantic imaginations are turned into reality through the works of

skillful hands.

How warm and colorful! That's exactly the way the city looks. Young artist Ariel Kuo illustrates
her fond memories of living here. The bright and colorful houses reflect the liveliness of this
city. With the approach of New Year, let's pay “it” forward: invite your friends to the city and—
start fresh.
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Four Seasons Art Lantern Festival, Praise of Spring Dedicated to Yue Jin
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Romantic Revolution in the Industrial Agess .
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Vision of

Tainan

A Glimpse of Religious Tainan: Experiencing Lunar New Year in Town

X : Ottavia Huang (E3ff) @S2 ¢ S FREE

The Lunar New Year, also known as the Spring Festival
(or chanjié in Chinese), marks the beginning of spring
based on the lunar calendar. The holidays start from the
new year's eve to the fourth day of new year - 27 January
to 1 February this year - making it the longest holiday in
Taiwan.

What best to do when you happen to be in Tainan during
this holiday season? Why not visit a temple to experience
the local traditions, especially as Tainan is known for its
thriving temple culture with the highest number of
temples in Taiwan, with more than 1600 temples spread

around Tainan City.

Getting around in a temple

| found that the best way to survive the first few temple
experiences is to observe and follow the crowd. Slowly
but surely | could pick up some common rituals

performed by the visitors.

There are usually three doors to the temple. We should
always enter from the door to our right (the dragon door),
move about in a counterclockwise direction inside
temple, and exit through the left door (the tiger door).
Note that the biggest entrance, the middle door, is not
for visitors and is only reserved for the temple deities.
Temples in Tainan have many deities with different roles
and responsibilities. Asking the Taoist priests or the staff
to locate and give suggestions was quite a good strategy,
as they would suggest whom to pray to and which the
altars to go. After some time, | learned that the praying
rituals are not as complicated as they look: light the
incense sticks, spend some time to pray, and leave the
incense sticks as offerings to the god(s) we are praying to
and bow to the altars we do not intend to pray to as a sign
of respect.

After praying, | was reminded to make sure the incenses
are vertically placed, pointing to the sky. The straighter

the better, the closer it is to heaven, meaning the prayer

would reach the higher being faster.




Direct answers to our prayers

What | found most interesting is the recommendation to
use ‘BwaBwer, the ‘moon blocks' or zhijido to get more
direct answers from the gods. | found the moon blocks a
bit similar to Ouija, the instrument gives yes/no answers
by different combinations of the flat side and the convex
side of the blocks. A friendly staff told me to take two
pieces in hand, do the praying rituals, ask my questions
or thoughts, then throw the blocks to the floor.

When the sides facing up are one flat and one crescent,
it is a sign of "yes" and "proceed”. If the result shows
both bulging sides up, it means a bad omen - a "no go".
If both are flat, it is neutral. | was told that for one
question, the blocks have to be thrown three times to
confirm the final answer.

| also learned that there is a method to get more specific
responses than a 'yes/no' answer by drawing lots or
gian. A fortune stick has a code or number which
corresponds with a script - the answer to the question.
The script usually contains a passage from an ancient
legend in Chinese literature or a story from a historical

event which later needs to be interpreted by the Taoist

priests.

Which gods to pray to

Prayers could be directed for good health, happiness,
peace, luck, and wealth. People often go to Tiangong
Temple (Tiantan), Puji Temple (Pdjidian), or Tainan
Grand Matsu Temple (DaTianhouGaong) to pray to the
God of Local Guardian (Tddi gong). God of Wealth
(caishén) are quite popular. The God of Matchmaking

(yueld o, a.k.a the old man under the moon), the cupid in

Chinese culture, are also quite popular to pray to for love.

Recently, | found that some accompanying deities actual-
ly have quite important roles! Tiger God (Ht yel, even
though not one of the main gods in Tacism, accompanies
many gods, including God of Wealth, the Central God of
Wealth (zhaogongming), and the Emperor of Life Protec-
tion. The Tiger God is believed to have various divine
powers for wealth, life protections and healing, traffic
safety, and it is a great patron for children. Idols of Tiger
God are usually placed under the altar of the main table.
Offerings may vary for the Tiger God. Some friends
suggested to stick one incense or provide other offerings
(the local sayings here even mentioned that some Tiger
Gods prefer fried chickens!).

The more | went to different temples, the more | learned
about the local customs in Tainan and how rich the
temple culture is. The first visit could be overwhelming,
as there is so much information to take in. And mind that
different temples could have different rules. But after the
second or third visit, | started to observe some patterns of
rituals and get Some basic knowledge. Especially when
there is a friend who help and introduce the praying
rituals.

Hope this experience could help those interested to visit

temples during Lunar New Year (or at any time of the

year] and | wish everyone a happy, prosperous year
ahead.
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Ottavia is a journal editor, event organizer, researcher based in National Cheng Kung University, Tainan. She is originally from
Indonesia, with a PhD of cultural and creative industries from Taiwan. Her work bridges the connections between Taiwan and other

countries, including Indonesia. She loves learning about arts, culture, and food.
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Windows on Stories of Communities
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Market at Matsu Temple in Yanhang, Yongkang
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Arts & Culture Infor

2016 TsungYeh No. 429- a Visible and Invisible Landscape of Sugar Industry
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Engraved Romance: Che-Ching Hsieh's Banknote Collection
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